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Speedcars Series round 4 Dubai 26-28 février
Nouveau podium pour Johnny Herbert

La caravane des Speedcars International Series était de retour a Dubal pour sa quatrieme
épreuve.

Avec des voitures identiques, mises a disposition des teams la veille des premiers essais, la
premiere difficulté consiste a définir un set-up efficace au plus vite. Aprés un bon travail en es-
sais libres - Johnny 2°™ a 9/1000°™ du meilleur temps - les pilotes étaient confiants pour les
gualifications.

Pour autant, dans une lutte trés serrée ou la moindre erreur se paye comptant, Johnny se clas-
sait en 7°™ position & 4/10°™ de la pdle aprés un freinage manqué lui ayant fait perdre 2/10°™°
dans son tour le plus rapide. Damien pour sa part, concluait la séance en 10°™ position.

Vendredi, lors de la 1%® course, les 2 pilotes JMB-STRADALE Racing gagnaient chacun 2
rangs sur leurs positions de départ et se classaient respectivement 5°"° — Johnny et 8°™° —
Damien.

La départ en grille inversée de la course 2 offrait la pole position a Damien. Malheureusement
il était pénalisé d’'un drive through pour départ anticipé qui le reléguait a la 9°™ place a l'arri-
vée. Johnny se retrouvait alors a la poursuite de Gianni Morbidelli leader de la course et du
championnat. Mais intenable a Dubali, Jean Alesi effectuait une remontée qui 'amenait finale-
ment sur la plus haute marche du podium pour la seconde fois du week-end.

Pour Johnny, 3°™, le statu quo était de mise en téte du classement avec 10 points marqués a
Dubai pour lui comme pour Morbidelli.

Avec le retour de Jean Alesi et de Hans-Harald Frentzen, la derniere manche s’annonce tout
autant explosive que décisive pour le titre 2009.

Rendez-vous a Bahrein les 24 et 25 Auvril pour la finale des Speedcars Series 2009

Drivers' Championship Standings in Round 4

Pos Driver TOTAL
1 Gianni Morbidelli 47
2 Johnny Herbert 40
3 Jean Alesi 38
4 Heinz Harald Frentzen 36
5 Vitantonio Liuzzi 29
6 Thomas Biagi 20
7 Hasher Al Maktoum 16
8 Christopher Zoechling 13
9 Damien Pasini 9

Teams' Championship Standings in Round 4

Pos Team TOTAL
1 Palm Beach 67
2 JMB Racing 49
3 UP Team 45
4 HPR 44
5 Team Lavaggi 39
6 Durango 21
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Round 4 of the Speedcar Series in Dubai, 26-28 Febr uary
Johnny Herbert on the Podium Once Again

The Speedcar International Series was back in Dubai for the fourth round of the season.

Racing with identical cars that were made available to the teams the night before the first trials,
the biggest challenge was to organise an effective set-up as fast as possible. After a good free
trial with Johnny coming in second place, 9/1,000 of a second behind the best time, the drivers
felt confident going into qualifications.

However, in a close battle where even the smallest mistake could be costly, Johnny came in
seventh place, 4/10 of a second behind pole position, after missing his braking marker cost him
2/10 of a second in his fastest lap. Meanwhile, Damien finished the qualifying session in 10™
place.

During the first race on Friday, JMB-STRADALE Racing’s two drivers each moved up two spots,
and Johnny and Damien finished in 5™ and 8" places, respectively.

The reverse grid start in the second race put Damien in pole position. Unfortunately, however,
he received a drive-through penalty for a false start, putting him back in ninth place at the finish
line. Johnny found himself trying to catch Gianni Morbidelli, the leader of both the race and the
championship. However, Jean Alesi, who was unstoppable in Dubai, charged his way through
the pack to finish on top of the podium for the second time this weekend.

For Johnny, who finished third, the status quo was good enough for him to stay in the running
for the top spot in the championship standings, as he and Morbidelli both earned 10 points in
Dubai.

With Jean Alesi and Hans-Harald Frentzen back in the field, the final round of the series prom-
ises to be explosive as the 2009 title winner is determined.

The final round of the 2009 Speedcar Series will take place in Bahrain on 24-25 April.
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